Millions of New Americans



1840 – 1850's




Many workers in North were immigrants.





4 Million to U.S.



From Ireland and Germany




1840's





Disease destroyed potato crops across Europe.






Caused famine, especially for Ireland.




1845 – 1960






1.5 Million Irish fled to U.S.






Irish immigrants poor.






Settled where ships landed.






Crowded into poor neighborhoods.




1850's





1 Million German immigrants arrived in U.S.





1848






Revolutions had broken out in Germany.






Rebels fought for reforms.






Revolts failed.






Germans fled to U.S. for better life.



Enriching the Nation




Immigrants supplied labor that helped nations economy.




Irish immigrants





Worked in northern factories.





Did not have money.





Workers built canals and railroads that crisscrossed the nation.




German Immigrants





Worked in northern factories





Had money to move west and buy farmland.





Many were artisans and merchants






Midwest had German grocers, butchers and bakers.


A Reaction Against Immigrants



Nativists 




Wanted to preserve country for native-born, white citizens.




Called for laws to limit immigration.




Wanted to keep immigrants from voting.




Protested that newcomers
 "Stole" jobs from native-born Americans.





  Worked for lower pay.





  Committed crimes




Mistrusted Irish and German new because they were Catholic.




1840 – Majority of immigrants were Protestants.




1850's – Formed "KNOW NOTHING PARTY".




Members answered " I know nothing."





Meetings and rituals kept secret.





Americans blamed nation's problems on immigrants.


African Americans in the North



1880's




Northern states outlawed slavery.




Thousands of free African Americans lived in the North.

Denied equal rights


African Americans faced discrimination.



Policy or attitude that denies equal rights to certain groups of people.


Denied 

"The ballot-box"



Jury box



Legislature



Public lands



School



Church.


African Americans had trouble finding good jobs.

John Deere



1840's



Ran tailoring business in Chicago.


Helped runaway slaves.



Opposed laws against African Americans.



Helped integrate public schools.



Some Success




Some African Americans achieved notable success.





William Whipper






Owned lumber yard in PA.






Devoted time and money to end slavery.





Henry Boyd






Operated furniture company.



Henry Blair




Invented corn and cotton seed planters.



Macon Allen




1845 – first African American licensed to practice law.



John Russworm




Editor of Freedom's Journal




First African American Newspaper.

Section 3

Cotton Kingdom in the South

1827


Basil Hall



Complained southerners interested only in cotton.



Cotton became important to South after Hall's visit.


Cotton region's leading export.


Cotton Plantations and Slave System shaped way of life in South.

Cotton Gin, Cotton Boom


Industrial Revolution



Increased demand for Southern cotton.



Needed more cotton to make cloth.



Planters could not meet the demand.



Could not grow plenty of cotton.


Cotton Gin



Removed seeds from cotton.



Without cotton gin, was a slow process.


Eli Whitney's Invention 



1793 – Invented Cotton Gin.



Separated seeds from the fibers.



Cotton Gin – Worker using Gin, could do the work of 50 people.



Made cotton a huge profit.


Cotton Kingdom and Slavery



Cotton Gin led to a boom in cotton production.



Soil soon wore out and needed new land to cultivate.



1812 – Planters began to move west.




Carolina through Alabama and Mississippi to Texas.





Cotton Kingdom spread so did slavery.



Cotton still picked and planted by hand.



Work of slaves brought profits to planters.




Planters bought more land and more slaves.

An Agricultural Economy


Cotton was South's more profitable cash crop.




Rice, sugar cane, tobacco, livestock. 


South led nation in livestock production.



Hogs, oxen, horses, mules, beef cattle.


All other areas not suitable for growing crops.

Limited Industry.


William Gregg



Built houses and gardens for his worker and schools for children.


South developed industries.



Tredegar Iron Works.




Railroad equipment, machinery, tools, cannons and flour milling.


Rich planters invested money in land and slaves rather than in factories.

Economically Dependent


South depend on North and Europe


Southern planters borrowed money from north to expand plantations.


South purchases tools, machines from northern or European factories.


Southerners were proud of cotton industry.


Life in the South

Jack Pavne


Enslaved in Texas.


Had neither freedom nor rights.

White Southerners


Old South 



Land of vast plantations worked by hundreds of slaves.



White southerners were not rich.



Most whites owned no slaves at all.


The "Cottonocracy"



Planter 



Owned at least 20 slaves.



Wealthy families



Made huge amounts of money from cotton.



Views and way of life dominated south.



Many became political leaders.



Hired overseers to run plantations and slaves.


Small Farms



75% of southern whites were "plain folk"


Might own 1 or 2 slaves.


Poor Whites



Small group of whites.



Did not own land they farmed. (rented)



Paid owner part of their crop.



Barely made a living.



Lived in hilly, wooded areas.



Planted corn, potatoes, and vegetables.



Raised cattle and pigs.



Hard lives.

African American Southerners


Free African Americans faced harsh discrimination.


Enslaved African Americans had no rights.




Free African Americans




Descendants of slaves freed during and after the American Revolution.




Others bought freedom.




Slave owners





Did not like free African Americans living in South.





Feared they set bad example.





Feared they encouraged slaves to rebel.





Believed they could not take care of themselves.




Southern states passed laws that made life harder for them.




They were not allowed to vote or travel.




Some states did not allow them.  If they lived there, they were enslaved.




Norbert Rillieux





Invented a machine that revolutionized the way sugar was made.




Henry Blair





Patented a seed planter.



Enslaved African Americans.




1860 – Slaves made up 1/3 of South.




Worked as field hands on cotton plantations.




Men and women 





Cleared land, planted, harvested crops.




Children





Pulled weeds, collected wood, carried water to field hands.




Teenagers





Worked between 12 – 14 hrs a day.




Some became skilled workers such as carpenters and blacksmiths.




Few lived almost as if they were free.  Earnings belonged to owners.

Life Without Freedom


Life of enslaved African Americans were under strict laws.


Some slaves had clean cabins, decent food, warm clothes.


Some  slaves had very little.  Owners spent nothing on them.


Slave Codes



Slave Codes (laws)




Kept slaves from running away or rebelling




Enslaved African Americans forbidden in groups or more than 3




Could not leave owners land without pass.




Not allowed to have guns.




Was a crime to learn to read or write.





Made it hard  to escape slavery.




Uneducated runaway salves wasn’t able to:

Use maps





 

Read train schedules






Find way to North.




Some laws protected slaves from:





Worse forms of abuse.





COULD NOT have right to testify in court against owners.


Hard Work



Owners insisted slaves work long, hard days.




Worked from dawn to dusk = 16 hr days.



Some owners whipped slaves.




Worst part of slavery.



Loss of freedom.


Family Life



Hard to keep families together.



Laws did not recognize slave marriages or slave families.



Owners could sell husband and wife to different buyers.



Children often taken from parents and sold.



Large plantations:




Many families stayed together.



Enslaved African Americans preserved traditions.




Taught children African stories, songs, told folk tales.


Religion Offers Hope



1800's




Many enslaved were devout Christians.



Religion helped African Americans cope with harshness of slave life.




Bible stories inspired spiritual songs.




As they worked in fields, slaves sang song about freedom.

Resistance Against Slavery


Enslaved struck back against system that denied freedom and wages.


Enslaved broke tools, destroyed crops, stole food.


Many enslaved tried to escape to North.



Very few made it.


Denmark Vesey 



Free African American



Planned revolt in 1822.



Betrayed before revolt began.



He and 35 others executed.


1831



Nat Turner




African American preacher.




Led major revolt.




Killed 57 whites (some innocent)




Killed by hanging.




Increased Southern fears.




Revolts rare – almost no chance of success.

